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NEWS AND NOTES 



MEETING OF THE ENGLISH SECTION OF THE TEXAS 
STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION 

The English Teachers of Texas met at Dallas on November 29, 1919. 
Professor Gates Thomas, of the Southwest Texas State Normal School, 
presided. The following program was rendered. "Reorganization of 
Secondary School Composition in the Light of Bulletin No. 2, 191 7, 
United States Bureau of Education." Dr. L. W. Payne, Jr., of the 
University of Texas, gave an oral report on Mr. Hosic's bulletin, discuss- 
ing the disadvantages in the present lack of organization in our secondary 
schools, and showing the necessity of improvements on the basis of the 
excellent report of the committee as published in the United States 
Bulletin No. 2, 1917. This was followed by two papers, " Using Material 
for Exposition from Current Essays" by R. H. Harrison, and "Using 
Material for Argumentation from Current Periodicals" by R. A. Mills, 
both of the State Normal, San Marcos, Texas. The last paper was on 
" Scales and Score Cards in English Composition," by L. W. Sackett, of 
the University of Texas. Full discussion followed each paper. Many 
teachers ordered copies of the " Report of the Committee on the Reorgani- 
zation of Secondary English," and others sent in subscriptions to the 
English Journal. A significant report of "The Progress and Present 
Condition of English Teaching in Texas" was read by Professor R. A. 
Law, of the University of Texas. This report will later be printed in 
full. The officers for next year as named by the nominating committee 
were as follows: President, W. S. Donoho, College of Industrial Arts, 
Denton, Texas; Vice-President, Dr. R. A. Law, University of Texas; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Genevieve L. Warren, Bremond High School, 

Bremond, Texas. 

L. W. Payne, Jr. 

THE ASSOCIATIONS 

ENGLISH AND HISTORY SECTION OF THE ONTARIO EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 

On April 22 the English and History Section of the Educational 
Association of Ontario met in Toronto in connection with the convention 
of the general society. After the President's Address by Professor J. F. 
Van Every, there were papers as follows: "Political Biography in 
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Canada," by Professor W. P. M. Kennedy, of the University of Toronto; 
"The Teaching of Civics," by O. N. Sanderson; "The High-School 
Course in English," by Miss R. J. McQueen; "The Poetry of Thomas 
Hardy," by Professor Macdonald, of Queen's University, Kingston; 
"Public Policy in Housing," by Professor C. B. Sissons, University of 
Toronto. The officers include the following: President, P. F. Munro, 
Riverdale Collegiate Institute; Secretary-Treasurer, J. F. Van Every, 
High School of Commerce, Toronto. 



BETTER AMERICAN SPEECH WEEK THROUGHOUT THE NATION 

As announced in the English Journal for last month, the suggestion 
offered by Miss Claudia Crumpton, secretary of the American Speech 
Committee of the National Council, that all parts of the country be asked 
to join in the celebration of Better Speech Week next autumn was 
approved. The first week in November has been chosen. It is hoped 
that schools of all kinds and grades will begin at once to make prepara- 
tions. A joint committee of students and faculty should be constituted 
to take charge. The local situation should be carefully studied so as to 
adapt the celebration to the local needs and possibilities. The success of 
the enterprise will depend, first, upon clear and definite aims; secondly, 
upon enlisting the full co-operation of the best leaders; and thirdly, 
upon arousing widespread enthusiasm. Each group should look upon 
the celebration as a project to be worked out rather than merely a pro- 
gram to be executed. 

Elsewhere in this number of the Journal will be found an article by 
Miss Crumpton summing up recent plans, as well as an article setting 
forth the experience of the East High School in Minneapolis, which is in 
many ways typical. The American Speech Committee of the Council 
is preparing, in co-operation with the American Speech Committee of the 
Chicago Woman's Club, a guide for the celebration of Better Speech 
Week. This will contain a complete sketch of the general project, 
together with specific accounts of the different features. A number of 
posters are reproduced. This guide will be published by the National 
Council of Teachers of English and will be for sale. The price will not 
be over fifty cents a copy. Advance orders may be addressed to the 
Secretary of the Council, 506 W. 69th Street, Chicago, 111. 



BOOKS FOR THE SOLDIERS 
Doubtless the readers of the Journal are more or less familiar with 
the remarkable service which has been rendered by the War Bureau of 
the American Library Association to the soldiers in the camps in this 
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country and abroad. The reports from over seas indicate that our men 
are wide readers, and that they demand books of solid character as well 
as lighter works. A typical list for one camp include such divers topics 
as the metric system, the chemistry of gunpowder, lettering, and the 
geography of the Philippine Islands. 

The need for reading-matter is still pressing. There is a call par- 
ticularly for magazines. It appears that when the armistice was signed 
the impression became general that our soldiers would return home, and 
that therefore it was useless to continue forwarding used magazines. 
A call comes from General Pershing for a continuation of the practice, 
which had become rather general, of sending periodicals forward to 
the army in France as soon as they have been used. The English 
Journal takes great pleasure in calling attention to this message. Prob- 
ably no other class of persons is better able to respond, and surely none 
will be more willing. 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON UNIFORM ENTRANCE 
REQUIREMENTS IN ENGLISH 

The National Conference on Uniform Entrance Requirements in 
English is now constituted as follows: 

New England Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools: 
Professor Henry G. Pearson, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
Mr. Alfred M. Hitchcock, High School, Hartford, Conn.; Principal 
George H. Browne, Brown and Nichols School, Cambridge, Mass. 

Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools of the Middle 
States and Maryland: Dean Francis H. Stoddard, New York Univer- 
sity; Professor Clarence G. Child, University of Pennsylvania; Mr. 
Edwin Fairley, High School, Jamaica, N.Y. 

Southern Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools : Professor 
J. C. Metcalf, University of Virginia. 

College Entrance Examination Board: Professor C. S. Northrup, 
Cornell University; Headmaster Wilson Farrand, Newark Academy, 
Newark, N.J.; Headmaster Oscar C. Gallegher, West Roxbury High 
School, Boston. 

Conference of New England Colleges on Entrance Requirements in 
English: Professor Frank E. Farley, Wesleyan University; Professor 
C. F. T. Brooke, Yale University; Professor Fred P. Emery, Dartmouth 
College. 
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College Conference on English in the Central Atlantic States: Pro- 
fessor J. W. Tupper, Lafayette College; Professor C. G. Osgood, Prince- 
ton University; Professor H. R. Steeves, Columbia University. 

The Conference met for an all-day session in the Trustees' room at 
Columbia on Washington's Birthday, and organized by choosing Dean 
Stoddard as chairman, Professor Steeves as vice-chairman, Mr. Farrand 
as secretary-treasurer, and Mr. Fairley and Mr. Hitchcock as additional 
members of the Executive Committee. The North Central Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools has withdrawn from membership in 
the Conference. All the members but one were present. 

It will be remembered that in its last report the Conference set forth 
two plans of covering the requirement in literature: one by means of a 
restricted list, and the other by way of a comprehensive list. The com- 
prehensive list was readopted without change, but the restricted list 
is to be modified in several important particulars, which will be an- 
nounced in due time by the Conference. Suffice it here to say that Group 
I, consisting of classics in translation and of narratives from the Old 
Testament, has been distributed among the other groups, and that a new 
group to consist of various sorts of modern literature has been added. 

The aims and requirements of English study have been re-worded 
and will be issued to the public as soon as the Conference has completed 
them. Secondary-school men will be interested to know that Mr. 
Hitchcock, of the Hartford High School, took the lead in the revision 
of the restricted list, and that practically all his suggestions were adopted 
by the Conference. 

Edwin Fairley 



SOME RESULTS AT CONVERSE COLLEGE 

The teaching of English at Converse College, South Carolina, seems 
to be successful in inspiring the creative literary spirit. The Spartan- 
burg Herald reported recently that Miss Sarah E. Glass, a student of 
Converse College, won a place among the writers of the twenty-two best 
stories included in a volume compiled by Dr. Henry T. Schnittkind, of 
Boston. The compiler's purpose was to represent the best work of 
college students throughout the country published during 1917-18 
in college periodicals. Six additional Converse students were men- 
tioned among the sixty-four whose work was worthy of notice but could 
not be included in the volume. In a similar volume of poetry Converse 
was represented by Miss Kathlyn Worth. 
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THE PERIODICALS 

THE USE OF FICTION IN THE HIGH-SCHOOL COURSE 

In the magazine called Education, for March, Mr. Walter Barnes, of 
the State' Normal School at Fairmont, West Virginia, argues for the use 
of modern fiction in the high-school course and lays down principles for 
the choice of books and method in handling them. He contends that the 
principal reason for including some of the right kind of contemporary 
fiction in the high-school course is that fiction makes a very strong appeal 
to most high-school students. He is not afraid of the cry of soft peda- 
gogy. The case is not the same as that of geometry, for example. The 
best contemporary fiction, moreover, leads to a proper appreciation of 
what is good, sincere, and fine in books and it is the clearest interpreta- 
tion of modern life that fiction can offer to high-school children. As an 
illustration of the modern spirit which prevails in the best contemporary 
fiction the writer cites the ideals of democracy found in Howells. In 
choosing modern fiction the teacher must have regard first to the content 
and theme. A healthy love story about wholesome people, invigorating 
in tone and expressing sound sincere sentiment should be chosen. 
Generally speaking, the fiction should be romantic rather than realistic. 
As for method, the reading should be much more rapid than is usual in 
the class study of literature. The book should be laid out by the teacher 
into the large natural divisions of the action, and the pupils should be 
encouraged to master the story by covering these divisions each at his 
own rate. In recitation the time should be devoted to questions raised 
in part by the pupils. 

MEASURING HABITS OF GOOD CITIZENSHIP 

The extent of the application of measurements which may be 
expected is suggested by the attempt of Miss Upton and Miss Chassell, 
teachers in the Horace Mann School of Teachers College, Columbia 
University, to devise a scale for measuring the habits of good citizenship 
developed by the pupils. The ultimate object was to add to the usual 
report card more significant facts. The plan is reported in the Teachers' 
College Record for January, 1919. The object is to secure the co- 
operation of parents in reporting on the improvement of the pupils in 
certain definite aspects of conduct. These aspects are handled under 
such heads as "Takes care of his health," "Keeps a good posture," "Is 
orderly," "Exercises thrift," "Is prompt," "Thinks clearly and purpose- 
fully," "Is refined," "Exercises self-control," "Stands for fair play," 
"Is trustworthy," "Is generous," "Is co-operative." The main heads 
are subdivided, and the whole is arranged as a score card, with values 
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attached to each item. If any of the readers of the Journal would 
like to examine themselves after the fashion of Franklin or Washington, 
here is their opportunity. 

SPEAKING OF SPEECH 

The chairman of the American Speech Committee, Mr. Clarence 
Stratton, is indefatigable in appealing through all possible channels for 
greater attention to our speech. In the Bulletin of the Illinois Associa- 
tion of Teachers of English, under date of March 1, he writes forcefully 
concerning the duty of teachers with regard to standards of good speech. 
He thinks that people in general are becoming keener in the criticism of 
speech. There is, moreover, a growing demand for training in speech. 
Witness the organization of classes by such societies as the Western 
Society of Efficiency Engineers. Teachers themselves must improve. 
Too many are unable to make a creditable showing when asked to appear 
before an audience, however small, and speak. The value of training 
in speech is vividly presented by means of quotations from pupils and 
the report of anecdotes and of classroom results in the teaching of public 
speaking. 

SOCIALIZED VERSUS ACADEMIC METHODS 

In the School Review for February, Mr. C. J. Thompson, of the Cleve- 
land High School, reports the results of a study of the " Socialized versus 
the Academic Method of Teaching Written Composition." He dis- 
tinguishes the two with reference to the nature of the situations in which 
the learners are placed, the nature of the problems met, the form of the 
themes, the nature and amount of publicity given the compositions, 
controlling and directing the attention of the learner, and the stimuli 
which drive the learner to make the best use of his practice period. Using 
the categories of error found in Johnson's study and the Harvard-Newton 
scale for general excellence, the author made comparison of sets of themes. 
He concluded that the class taught by the socialized method learned more 
rapidly to eliminate mechanical errors from the routine compositions 
and to write themes excelling in general excellence. He offers the 
hypothesis that the most vigorous, uniform, and economical growth in 
the power of pupils to communicate their thoughts may be brought about 
by focusing the attention of the pupils primarily on the social elements of 
the composition problem, using such stimuli as the story-teller motive, 
the teacher motive, the community-worker motive, the desire to please, 
benefit, interest, or convince, and the realization that something benefi- 
cial and useful is being learned. 
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USEFUL DOCUMENTS 

Contemporary Literature is the subject of Bulletin XXI of the 
New York City Association of Teachers of English. This is a classi- 
fied list of recent books and stories in periodicals, including a section 
on the Great War, with occasional annotations. The work has 
been carefully done, and the pamphlet is well worth the price of fifteen 
cents. Address William P. Wharton, High School of Commerce, New 
York City. — Investigation into the amount of improvement in ability 
to write English composition, which was begun by Professor M. E. 
Haggerty, of the College of Education of the University of Minnesota, 
has been continued by his colleague, Marvin J. Van Wagenen. The 
latest report appears in a Bulletin of the University of Minnesota, dated 
February 21, 1919, and displays the results of the co-operative efforts of 
about one hundred high-school teachers. — Drama in the High School is 
a lively account of community drama as carried on at the high school in 
South Bend, Indiana, by Gene Thompson. The report contains a sug- 
gestive bibliography. Price, twenty-five cents. — Numerous examples of 
project-problem instruction are included in Teaching, No. 45, the 
journal of the Kansas State Normal School at Emporia, Kansas. Sent 
free on request. — School Document No. 2, IQ19, Boston Public Schools, is 
a supplementary report on "The Organization and Administration of 
Intermediate Schools in Boston." — University of Nebraska Studies in 
Language, Literature, and Criticism is entitled "Astronomical Lore in 
Chaucer," by Florence M. Grimm, Assistant in the University of Ne- 
braska Library. — " Cardinal Principles of Secondary Education," being 
a report of the Commission on the Reorganization of Secondary Educa- 
tion, has been issued as Bulletin No. 35, Series of 1918, by the Bureau 
of Education. — The University of North Carolina is continuing its 
extension leaflets in an "After the War Information Series." The 
latest issue, entitled Reconstruction and Citizenship, is free. — Part I of the 
Eighteenth Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education is 
a double number devoted to an exhaustive discussion of the professional 
preparation of high-school teachers. The principal contribution is by 
Professor H. L. Miller, of the University of Wisconsin. Price $1 . 50 net. 
Part II of the same publication constitutes the fourth report of the Com- 
mittee on Economy of Time in Education. The report includes a series 
of chapters setting forth principles of method in teaching writing, 
reading, spelling, arithmetic, and drawing as indicated by recent scientific 
investigations. Price $1.00 net. This and the preceding may be 
ordered of the Public School Publishing Co., Bloomington, Illinois. 



